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HEMPSTEAD CHUFCH, ESSEX,
The grave of Dr, William Hervey,

wm shall not be scoused of exsggeration in saying that, prob-
ably not one in & hundred of our readers krnow anything of Hewpstead
Church, We ¢all upon our friends tn Lesr ir i"ind thet we are treat-
ing of Hewpetesd Churoch in wesex and not of Herel Hewpstead in
Hertfordshivre, The places are so often oconfounded that the caution
is oy no means needless,

wmeeay Herpetead is & simple agriculturel villsge, far from the
great highways of modern life, with its hearest post-town, sSaffron
welder , six miler distant, and ranklng orly as & chapelry of Great
sarpford, Tt mway, indeed, hurcly rerird "the general publie” that
the -oonmpilers of Doresday Fook deemed the place worthy of an entry
in their ancient record, a2lso that the old Hall could number among
ite possessors the De Qlares, De Veres, De Watevils, Langhans, Cot-
tong, and Harveys, The general puvliio wmight respectfully listen
vo much details, ¥ Lut not one in ten thousand woula, therecy, Le
irduced to visit Heupstead, m®ven Mr, RBuckler ouite this phurch from
hie vook, "The Churchnes of Wesex", ANOneg the twenty-two ecclesias~
tical struoctures desorived and delinested in his work, the nanme of
Heupstead is not found, Then what oleir has the plsce to any notice?
Tt i8 the vurial-place of a fauous Wrglishuwan , whose name is honoured
in every civilised land, and whome gre=t discovery has & personal
history for every huunsn veing, Thousands uay oare little for the
questions, whether there re mountains in the moon or satellites re-
vnlving round the planet Jupiter, vut the discovery or proof of the
ciroculation of the blood is too intirstely aornected with health and
disease to allow the mame of Hrrvey to perish, Tt is the ore peculiar
honosur of Herpstead Church that it oeortaing the dust of this fawous
revolutioniser of medinal scierce, Sore may reg-et that the towb of
such a man is not in the church-yard, to be seen by all who pass to
morning and evering prayver, The visitor who would stand by the singu-
larily-shaped leaden conffin of the great anatorist must desoend into
the vault of the Harvey famil), beneath the monument chapel on the
rorth side of the church, (The tuildinz forzing & sort of north aisle
to the chancel, and having five srall pointed windows, i8 the Harvey
“hapel,) The ocoffin is form¢d so ar to resencle the shape of a
human vody; & peoculiarity whioch Lelongs to other “"narrow ocells" in
the same vault, Thus close;y oovered on all esides by ite leaden ocare,
the body is provacly ocut little changeu, and way still retain the
feature= 80 well known to hoth mnglish ard foreiun pnysicizne of his
own times, The cust, epitsph, and wonuwent are not in the curial
vault, cut ir the ohapel above, The vust Jdeserves especial attention,
as it is thought to have Deen soulptured frow a oast Laken from the
doctor's froe, ivmediately after death, A near, therefore, ag im-
vagsive marble can repregert the energies of life, we way regard this
vust as setting vefore ug the very features of HarveYy, The epitsph
is, of course, in Latin, and does not affect any sutlime brevity,
though s0-e may ocongider twanty-gix lirnes not too many for a wan
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like Harvey, Soue vay deeu the language exaszerated when it de-
olares that Harvey "procured health for the world"; but ell will
assent when ivmortal fare is olaimed ror the grest discoverer, A
vavdoravle emphariz 18 laid on the statewment that Hervey was phylioian
to two kings, "thers rost STFENm VAJESTTRS Jewes and Charles; and

the faot that Harvey died ehildleses {s recorded with sonething like
melancholy nathos,

As the church owes all its fare to the grest man curied therein,
we shall not ve ewnected to detain the reader vy dwelling on minute
architeotural details, or vy disquisitions on the erntiquity of the
nile ~——- our remaining EpaOeﬁbe rmost suitacly appropriated to a
ghort account of Hervey, and of his great discovery,

WTLLTAM HAFVEY was vorn at Wolkestone, Kert, on the firet of
April T578, Hie wother Joan, of the Halke family, i® buried in
Folkstore church, whers an epitapn duly records the fact that she
wag “the mother of seven pons and Lwo dsughters", and sums up her
virtues in the words, " a godly, hearuless woran”,

Harvey reseived his early educsation in the arcient grarmar-
sohnol of Carterbury, and antered Caius college, Certridge, ir his
fourteenth year, acvout thirty years after the learned court-physician,
Dr, Caius, nad refourded 0ld Gonville Hall, The learned doctor
wight reasonacly expeoct that uary s skilful physiciesn would orfter
pags under hies =f college gates, of "huwrility, virtue, and honour;"
vut that ore of {ts future fallno.s would ecclipere even the farme of
the great father of medecine, Hippoorates, Celsus, and fGalen, would
have pean thought ar arrogart or visiorary expectation, Dr, Caius
did irdeed, »rovide mears for the thorough study of anatomy, Ly ou-
tairirg a licenoce from Queer Wliraveth for hie college to receive
the bodie= of two executed oviminals yearly, for the purpose of dis-
section without raying for the saue,

Although Horest-hearted ™uller declaves that Dr, Caius "be-
gqueathed a madioihsl genius" to the ccllesze, whioh he calls " a
l1ittle ¥ontpellier,"” and enumerates twenty sBeven i%iﬁiﬁﬁi‘ of his
own tire who had been eduocated there, yet it was not at Carmvridge
cut at the Tmiversity ¢f radua that Harvey ovteined the clue to hise
great discovery, frow the learned and famous Pabricius, He took the
degree of ¥.,D., 2t Padua, returned to Wngland, tecare a Tfellow of the
college of phyeiocians, and physiociar to 8t, Barthclomew's Hoepitel,
btut not until avout thirtveen years aftery he had listered to the leo-
tures of Pacrricius, diad Harvey venture to propound his discovery in
the hall of the ancient london hnospiteal,

Perhaps at this roirt sowe readers nay feel entitled to ask
what was the exacl nature of tne discovery made vy Harvey, and Ly
wh2t means was he led to see whst had uveen hidden Iror 80 meny thous-
and= for long axges, Tf the ryeader were to exarin & vein of the hum-
an body, he would see valves placed at certain intervale along the
crurse of the versal, These velves are sp foruved as to allow the
blood ir the vein= to flow in one directior only, towarde the heart,
wher from any s8hock tn the syster, the blood tends ton flow in a
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direction from the heart the valves instantly oclose, and stop this
vackward motior of the fluid, Murther observations show that the
arteries are fitted to carry the blood in one direoction only- from
the heart, Tt ray seem that the mere knowledge of sugh structures

ir the veins and arteriers must heve suggested the truth to the dullest
mind, Some Knotion of a circulation was, indeed, held Ly the old
aratomiste, btut so jrperfect and so wmixed with error as to ve alwost
useless to guide men's investigations, ™™he veins were supposed to
distribute the tlood cver the vody fron the heart, the arteries were
thought to ve filled with &x air or "vital spirits*, while “"vapours”
were imagined to ve sent Lo the lungs Iro: the left side of the heart,

The true cause of the Wnglish phyesician's success was his rever-
ence for facts and disregard of vrilliant theorising, A long series
of dsseomiors dissections enavled hivr to dewonstrate where others
had cut guessed, The conviction that "nothing is wmade in vain" led
him to feel that the peculiar arrsngerent of the valves in the vessels
wust have veen designed to aid in & c¢irculatior of the blood, At
last, after multiplied otgervations, sfter meny years of questionirgs,
feare, and hopes, he felt sure that the ¥he truth had veen found,
eand published the result *o the world in the year T628, The work was
entitled "An Aratomical Treastise or the Motion of the Heart ard
Rlood in Arimals.” (mxen&itabio Aretomica de Motu Cordis et Sanguinie
in Anirmalivus“) The work, given to the world at Frankfort, whence it
could be rapidly ociroculated nver Wurove, Tf the saying, "A great
book is a great evil, " ve true, then the famous work of Harvey was
is wost assuredly free fror such a censure, It is ir size but a
pamphlet , containing two dedications sand seventeen short chapters,
The first dedication is to Charles the first,, and the second to the
college of physiciars, The vook war ir [atin; for bold indeed must
the man have been whn would then have da>ed to discuss scientifio
gsubjects ir "the vulge= tongue,"”

Sorie readers will raturally ask, how was the work received,
end how was its author treated? Tt has rteen said that no physiocian
above the age of forty ewiraced the dootrines of Harvey, ang ssser-
tion essily made, Lut not earily proved, There is, however, evidence
of & sghayp oppoeition frow two quarters - from learned proressors
and from the general puvlic, The femous Riolan, called uy his ad-
mirers "the prince of aratornists," led the assault on the Continent,
ard influenced many to whom the argumente of the court-physicisn
of ¥ary of Mediel would seer words of power, Dr, Primerose, of Lon-
don, fought valisntly for the opiniorsor the ancients, and others
followed with wore of vulgar passion than of learning, The higher
class of opponenis tresteu Harvey with respect, cut there were minds
who gave slandere instead of arguvents, and vituperastior in place
of wit, 7Frou soire of these must have come the insolent and stupid
gtatament, that the opiniors of such a dooctor were "not worth three-
nerce"” ., Harvey wae at all times resdy to answer reasonatle ocjections
but oould not avoid expressiong the wish that men would rot stoop to
v"gsourrilous langusge, oalumnies, and reproaches," There ies, however,
sbundant proof that Harvey's discovery obrought hi due honour even
in his own country, He w=s the trusted physiocian of Charles I, who
appointed him warden of Mertor Colleze, Oxford; the College of
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Physioiene raised a statue to his horour in 7652, ard deserived him
ag "an imwortal man", Two years later this learred tody eleoted
Havvey their president, and thus proved to WMurope that the discovery
of the mnglish rhysician was rightly estimated Ly the heads of his
own profession, The extent to which the king placed confidence in
Harvey was showr by entrusting him with the oharge of the two young
princes, Charles and James, Tt thus ocaue Lo pass that the court—
phycician beocane a court-politicien, end shared in the Tortunms of
the king during the greet oivil war, Xe was present at the vattle
of Mdgehill, when the religious quietude of an WMrglish Sunday waes
troken by the rosr of srtillery, The doctor seems to have had no
voeation for wilitary menoeuvers, for . having placed himself and the
two princes behind a sheltering bank, he passed his tire in reading,
while parlismenterian and royslist were ruriously ergaged in the
first great desth-strugzle of that ueworavle contest, Harvey'se
politicse produced a lose to sgience, The exocited Londoners of that
tire way have been unacle to appreciate the value of his snatomiocal
discoveries, cut they uvitterly resented his asdhesior to the King's
gide, when the mob attacked whitehall pPallace, Hesrvey's rooms there
were plundered and wany of his valusble weruseripts destroyed, PRut
this popular ~utbreak wae directed against the politicisen, ard not
egainst the socientitfic discoverer,

We have already irtimated that the grest discovery of the Eng-
lieh deoetor was not uriversally received; vut some who admitted the
truth of hie dootrines, attemnted to deprive him of the honour due
to an original teacher, vy asserting that all the important faocts
had teen known long before, Acsordirg te these gentleren, Harvey
wa8 not & discoverer, tul orly an e=sess pmmmasiey o0 other nen's
ideas P M—@M zx;mmd.er.

The names of no less than eight persons #xw® were proclaimed
a® the discoverers ol the ciroulstion of the vlood, Venderlinden ,
in 1664 declared that the dootrine was contained in the work or the
Areek physician, Hiproorates, two thousand years verfore the tiume
of Harvey; others clasired the xnowledge of the greal fact ror Newes-
ius, an obsoure Gyriar vishop of the fourith century; although
Yemeaius hivself believed the srteries and left side of the heart
were Ffilled with & "fire air~like substarce, Sore ren affirzed thet
pietro garpi, otherwise called Mather paul, knew all avout the cir-
culation of the vlood, and cormunicated his views to Patriocius,
from whow Harvey lesrned them, PFacorioiue, Coesalpinus, Columbo,
and even the Sparish physicisn fervetuer, s0 coruelly cturnt at the
stake through the cigotry of Qalvirn, were all oredited Ly different
parties with the hornour of the discovery, Rven when these nsues were
put aside, and Harvey's claims stood unquesioned, atteuplis were
made to renresernt the discovery as a very swall matter indeed, and
one whiaoh ocould have seer rade Ly any ®¥ anatonist of good conmon
sanse

myen Dr, William Hunter, in ore of his lectures, ventured to
aesert thet "three quarters of the discovery” had veen made pefore
the tire of Harvey, of whor he rather condescendingly speaks "as
a very fortunate and respectatle ran® adding, vy wes way of & sting,
the remerk, that "none of hie writings show him to have usen & uan
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Bowme readers wmay ask the Leaning of Dr Hunter's expression,
"three quarters of the discovery." He douttless, in this wisleading
phrase, alluded to what is called "the winor circulistion," or that
through the lungs only, which wae known vo wany in early times,
Harvey's great work was the tracine the tlood through the heart, and
explaining the aotion orf that dowplex vital orgen., Tf only "ocommon
acilities” had been required for this, it is surprising that such e
wan as the renowred Fapricius failed to see the hidder truth,

Long-continued arnd watonful ouservation of vital phenocuena seers
to have Leen the special power of Harvey, Tf this quality cve an en-
dowment of "ordinary ability", then, perhape, he carn olaim no higher
mental rank than that so greciously seseigred him cy Dr. Wwillieam Hurt-
e, The rode in which the first developwerti and suvsequent growth
of the chiok ir the euzg are traced from day to day, well illustrates
this peculisrity of Hesrvey's genius, His researches on the sutject
were incessant; laying hens were kept in his rooms at Oxford,that the
date of erch egg might ve amcertained, Rlackbirds, thrushes, ard
other swall birde could nnt live haynily ir his neighbourhood, veing
aongtantly trapped or shot to provide surjects for dissection, Not
even his wife's learned and wonderful parrot escaved; irmediately on
ite death the lemented net was givern up to the sciertific knife, in
order to settle a nice roint ir physiology. Deer killed in windsor
rPark were often given up tn Harvey for dissection, and the reader
way £ee eowe results of these wide and varied ovuservatione in the
fammous work on "The Producvion and Develorment of Arimal Life, " "(®mx-
ercitationes de deneratiore Animalium”) “gSucjects" Tfor dissection
were not alwaye accessivle to a zealous anatorist in those tiues,
and it was therefore with a pardoracle professional joy that Harvey
receivad directiors, in TH355, to vake a post-morten exswiration of
the vody of the onoe celevrated "0ld Parr”, This modern rival of the
antediluvians wae said to ve T53 years old .ard, judging from the
dootor's exarination ,there seemed no reason against his livirng for
as many yvears more,if London would vut have left him to the quietude
of his oountry hone, Peaders who are ourious in such matters, way
raad Harvey's Tatin report of the ewarination contained in the
quarto editior of his works published vy the @ollege of Physicians,

The MNollexe had substantial reasons for rerembering this farous
member of their body, The hall, livrary, and museun in Warwick
T.are were built Ly him, a oconsideravle estate was appropriated for
the suprnort »f the institution, and an annual oration established
in commemoration of venafaontors, The physicians have acandoned Newgsale
varket, the hall raised vty Harvey is now a warehouse, but the new
rollege ir mall ¥all will not forget the great doctor whose discover-
ies prepared the way Tor a lorg line of illustrius successors,

Harvey seems to heve passed the latter part orf his lire in his
house at (emueth, then almost & rural suberc of Tondon, Hempstead
wag far too remote fror the literary arnd scientiric life of mngland
to pecore his settled residence, It way have veen well suited for
an occasional auturnal retreat, or Christuas werry-uaking, rut & the
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metropolis, Cartridege, and Oxrord were the howes in whioh the soien-
tific phyeician could then most easily weet poets ,scholars, and
rhilosophers, Harvey wse not a ran of one idea, nor the mere asso-
ciate of dootors, Aworgst his friends were the political and meta-—
phyeical Hotbes; Dryden the grest master of mnglish; the learned and
poetical Cowley , ard the honest searcher sfter truth, Fouert Boyle. '$¢
There was alefo the society of those soientific wen who were then en- 5,
deavouring to give a higher and wore philosophical air to Bnglish g
intellectuals, Amongst these we rind the aule defender of (p~qe Towm ) T
discovery , the once famous Dr, John Wellis . renowred toth &e& & mathe -
raticiar and logicler; @ir Christopher wrer, then adwired for nis
devotion 1o escience, afterwards verowned as the arohitect of restored
London; ®mvelyn, the author of "gilva® who often left his loved re-
tiremert st Sayes Court, Devtford, to joir the soientific meeting

at Areshar Mnllege; snd last, tut by ho meane least, the ingenivus

pr. Wilkive, brother-in~law of Crouwell eand Rishen of Chester, whose
notions of & peopled world in the woon, ard of a wachine to enable

men to fly through the air were derided by the wits and argued sgainst
vy the ohilosophers,

Amid such corpanions, Harvey reached his eightieth year, full
of honoure, and witressing the triumphant progress of hies phyesiclo-
g£ioal theories, One fear that he should vecore vlind, seens to have
orpressed hiw, The dreaded evil appears to have really happened,
Jjust vefore the close orf life, On the moryning of what proved to be
his last day, he was surorised to rind, on waking, that his roouw was
dark, instead of Leing Lright with the rays of & Jure sun, The ser-
vant was summoned, "Are the shutters open?" was the guestion put,
Yer they were s8ll open, Hervey at once Telt that for him there wes
no more light, What 1= said to have then happered is rather diff-
iocult to e understood, Harvey asked for & particular bottlie which
stood on & shelf ir hie ryoom; he took a drink fror it, and died in
three hours after, Sowe ninted that the aged phyiciar had poisoned
hirmself; others vore reasonapvly susggested that, urder the excitement
caused py his sudder and great privation, so large an opiate draught
wae taken as® to ocause des*th, Thues died the ran whose rave will ever
ve associsated with the perfecting end dermonstration of one of the
greatest nhys iological discoveries,

mhe phyricians »f JTondon gave a publie proof of the esteem in
which they held their eninert collegian, by not only ¥ joirning the
fureral proosesion, Lut by rollowing the hearse for sowe wiles along
the road to Heunstesd, Qome ray regret that 8o renowned a wan wase
rot buried in gt, Paul's or Westuinster Acvbey; but it is well that
gn many of "Wpgland's worthies" should sleep the lorg sleep near
their native homes, and that every district should thus have in ite
midet the stirulating memorials of the great and the wise-hearted,
Heupstead Church has rci rtesn the gentra of great volitical or eo-
oclesisstical events, no antiquariar has fourd in it a volure of archi-
teotural sympolisin, but it ocan clair the peculiar honour of heolding
ir ite keeping the vody of Williaw Harvey, the ¥¥ prince of English
physicians, wW.D.



